Sample Article
The Decline of Tourism in Thailand

Current statistics indicate that the tourism industry in Thailand has dropped by up to 50% over
the last three years. Although the current global economic situation is likely to have had a
bearing on this, the fact that Thailand itself has undergone periods of political turmoil recently
must be the dominant factor. Let us consider some of the negative happenings which would
have contributed to the decline of the tourist industry in Thailand over recent years.

SARS hits Thailand in 2003 — Thailand was listed as one of the South East Asian countries
where travelers would be at risk of contradicting this often fatal illness, causing many would
be visitors to cancel their bookings and find an alternative holiday destination.

Tsunami in 2004 — This terrible natural disaster devastated whole areas of the Andaman coast,
several thousand people were killed and many hotels and resorts were devastated, forcing
package holiday providers to cancel bookings at short notice.

Military coup in 2006 — On the 19th of September the Royal Thai Army staged an almost
entirely peaceful coup and ejected the Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Although
there were no reported deaths, foreign media was quick to point out that travel to Thailand
would possibly become dangerous if the political situation worsened. Once again many foreign
visitors cancelled bookings en masse.

Civil unrest in 2008 — During the last part of 2008 the People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD)
staged ever more violent demonstrations in Bangkok and other areas of Thailand. Several lives
were lost and the whole affair came to a head when PAD blockaded both International
Airports in Bangkok for several days, stranding thousands of foreign tourists. Western news
began to advise visitors to cancel bookings.

As we can clearly see, there have been several events in recent years that have contributed to
a loss of confidence in Thailand as a vacation destination. When we combine these negative
events with the current financial problems faced by many people in the Western world, it
becomes apparent that Thailand is going to need to take steps to reclaim its share of the
tourism marketplace. Unfortunately, even the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) seems
unable to take steps to begin fixing the current downtrend. Local tourist related businesses
have failed to review their pricing structure and continue to operate as if nothing has changed,
ignoring the fact that during the high season of 2008, most of the usual tourist spots were
fairly empty, with hotels closing whole floors at a time due to reduced occupancy.



Unless businesses operating in the tourist industry in Thailand begin to proactively seek ways
in which to rebuild the flagging tourist trade, then the tourism industry in Thailand is bound to

continue to decline.

Thailand was once a world class travel destination, the gem of South East Asia. Now as local
conditions deteriorate and the global economy slows, many western visitors are finding
alternative parts of South East Asia to be far greater value for money.



